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Regular snapper, Malcolm Pearce, took this monster slurry-soreading rig last month behind 
Stone Common, which may not be our prettiest ever front page photo, but as a farming 
community it struck me as areal reminder of how much things have changed in just a couple of 
generations. The 1990s combination below looks almost toy-like in comparison, but in turn it was 
pretty big by 70s standards, and awesome compared to the last days of horse-drawn farming - 
which were within living memory. It also seemed rather apt given that road upkeep gets several 
mentions inside; the natural advance of technology is nobody’s fault, but it does mean our 
ancient lanes face greater challenges than could have been imagined 100 years ago. 


Also inside, we have the latest church plans, Ship news, BCOS activities, tumultuous tower tales, 
and details of other upcoming 
village events, So make a cup 
of teaandreadon. 
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News from the Church 

Some of you may have heard the bells of St 
Peter's a few weeks back and thought, 
“Hurrah!” | know | did! However, this was not a 
sign that allis wellin the tower, butit was asign J 
that we are moving forward in our quest fora | — 
safe place from which to ring them. Actually, 
the architect was conducting a stress test to 
gauge the effect the bell ringing was having 
on the structure of the tower. io 
Mike Cowling kindly organised a top team of |_| 
campanologists (right) who braved the dust | 
and the spiders to give our bells an outing. We | 
don't have the results yet, but will be sure to 
share them when we do. | 


Whatis ECO Church? 

Eco Church is a scheme run by A Rocha UK (https://arocha.org/en/)equipping churches to 
care for God's creation through their worship, buildings, land, community engagement, and 
individual lifestyles. Points are awarded for criteria in all these categories and churches can 
move up the ladder in a similar model to the “Duke of Edinburgh's Award” 


As of the end of 2022, there were 1155 Bronze, 401 Silver, and 23 Gold Church of England Eco 
Churches. We are stillon Bronze, but we are working on our Silver and I'd like to hope we may be 
able to celebrate that at the Blaxhall Festival (see below). 


St Peter's plans for 2023 
HAPPY NEW YEAR Blaxhallites! Here's hoping for a virus-free, peaceful year; full of lively 
community events and clement weather! Whatever your plans, we hope you can factor in 


those of St Peter: 
1. Meditation workshop in the church(proceeds to the “Tower Fund”: Saturday, 15 April 
2023 - 12pm to 3pm (contact Carol Aitken to book: 


https://wisdomhealingbuddha.com/) 

2. EASTER GARDEN: Come and help us create a bee-friendly Easter garden in the 
churchyard. To include hot-cross buns and cake (and maybe an Easter egg!) 8"April, 
2-4om. BYO flowering plant! 

3. SAVETHE DATE Blaxhall Festival 2023....... 24th and 25th June. 

4. LENT COLLECTION FOR EARTHQUAKE. Throughout Lent we will be collecting for the 
victims of the earthquake. There will be envelopes marked “Earthquake Relief” on 
the table inside the door. Please give generously. 


Whatever your plans, we are looking forward to joining you fora community-packed year. 


| I (2) I = = 


Roads Update 

At the last Parish Council meeting the roads were discussed with members of the public being 
able to put their views. The Parish Council has limited powers when it comes to problems on the 
roads so we needa more holistic approach. It was suggested that we work together with Suffolk 
County Council Highways and local farmers to tackle the issues. To this end we had planned to 
invite SCC highways and farmers to attend our March meeting. Unfortunately, at the time of 
writing, there has been no response from the highways department, so whilst we will leave this 
on the agenda, it will be with a view to having the “fuller” discussion at the first opportunity when 
allimportant parties, including parishioners, can attend, possibly at a separate meeting. 


In the meantime Jon Cutting and myself have had a field meeting with Will Brice of New Shoots 
regarding the sand run off from the field backing onto the pub. Will Brice agreed to have an 
engineer to look at possible mitigation of sand being washed down in flood water from the field. 
We will report further on this when we have more information. 


Elections 

The local parish council elections are in May. At the moment we only have six councillors and 
we should have nine. This is an excellent opportunity for you to get involved in the village. It is not 
an onerous job and it gives you a chance to help shape the village and bring improvement, so 
please give it some thought and if you want more information please get in touch with me or Jo 
Peters our parish clerk. 


Village Hall 

The Christmas Party was another cracking 
success. It was a really enjoyable night 
with a great atmosphere, lots of laughter 
and jollity as well as raising over £600 to go 
towards our new play equipment. Many 
thanks to all who helped and to you all for 
your support. 


Coronation 

As you probably know the Coronation of 
King Charles Ill is on Saturday 6th May. We 
thought we would have a ‘village do' on 
Monday 8th May (bank holiday) and do 
something like we did for the Jubilee, 
which was a proper Blaxhall tea and 
some fun and games. We would love to get more ideas and hopefully some help too, so if you 
have any thoughts please do get in touch soon. 


Graham 688192 
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Awarm welcome from all of us here at the Ship Inn. 


We have some exciting things in the pipeline here at the Ship. If these walls could speak, they’d 
boast a rich history dating back over 300 years which people still travel across the nation to hear 
about to this day. In particular, the folk music scene, which we still enjoy each Monday at 2em with 
our humble pub coming come to life as we're spoilt by a plethora of talent, new and old faces 
alike. 


And moving forward into 2023 we've made many positive changes. Not only are we offering a 
fresh, homemade menu full of delicious, locally sourced ingredients at incredibly competitive 
prices, but we're also filling the diary with events throughout the year so our customers can enjoy 
themselves from inside the beating heart of ourcommunity on any given week. 


We're reinstating our famous Open Mic Night, which will be held every other Monday starting on 
the 13th Marchso please feel free to bring along yourinstruments and perform for us, or just sit back 
with a beer while the music flows. Not only that, but we will have live music every weekend as well 
as aweekly quiz open to all participants, with a £50 bar tab up for grabs! 


We also offer 8 stunning chalets for those who wish to stay the night, with a hearty breakfast on offer 
to set you up for the following day. 


We pride ourselves on making our pub a friendly, warm environment where our customers — and 
their canine companions—can feel truly athome, and with a recent change of management, we 
are thriving better than ever. We have Martin and his wonderful wife Ella at the helm ensuring a 
smooth operation from the top down, dedicated to giving our guests an unforgettable stay. 
We're also lucky to have our incredibly talented chef Sam creating mind blowing meals and 
specials each and every day, recenily creating a flawless menu for Mothers’ Day, and with 
reservations coming in thick and fast be sure to book a table and treat yourmum to a meal she will 
never forget! And lastly we have our front of house manager Stuart out in the bar taking care of the 
customers and booking in new and exciting music and entertainment for the entire community to 
enjoy, welcoming anyone who walks through our door with a big smile. He also happens to be a 
gigging singer/songwriter himself, so it’s safe to say he knows his stuff! 


We are allready to welcome the summer months, where we will be taking the music outside to our 
gorgeous garden, firing up the BBQ and making memories which will hopefully last a lifetime. 


Keep an eye on oursocials, because there will be something exciting happening each and every 
week here at the Ship to pique your interest, and they’ll be regularly updated accordingly. 


Pop in for a beautiful meal and a pint of something cold from our vast and reasonably priced 
range of beers and spirits, and our team will ensure you feel right at home, that you're well fed and 
watered, and that you leave with a full belly and a smile on your face. 


From all of us here, we look forward to seeing you soon and hearing your story, adding to the 
already vast history seen inside the walls here at the Ship Inn. Thank you. 
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Prompted by the latest architect's visit to the church tower, | was thinking again the other day 
about that so-very-familiar brick repair to the top of St. Peter's, and - as touched upon in last 
summer’s newsletter - how it came about. If any records exist that would provide a definite 
answer, they have eluded myself and everyone | know to this day, so we're left with educated 
guesses. The brickwork clearly ‘looks’ old, and photographs from the late 1800s show many of the 
same frost-damaged bricks that we see today, implying they'd been there some considerable 
time already. Then there are the other tower alterations, the stopping up of the west door and 
great west window, which are interesting in their own right, especially the decorative brickwork of 
the blocked door, which seems odd given that nowadays it’s very much hidden from view on the 
far, secluded side of the church. 300 years ago, however, the now lost ‘holy gate path’ still existed 
that led past that end of the church, though no trace survives on maps of the early 1800s. Add to 
these factors, that infamous late 17th century description by parishioners, of a church and steeple 
“so ruinous that they are in great danger of harm when they attend divine service", and it’s very 
tempting to envisage a scenario where the tower either collapsed, or was about to, and our 
brickwork crown resulted. Then, the stopping up of the window and door could have occurred at 
the same time or shortly after in order to further strengthen the old edifice. And, as alluded to back 
in the summer, the fact that several new bells were installed in the 1660s only serves to encourage 
me further in thathypothesis. 


That said, | was always a little baffled by 
those bells being still extant, and showing 
no repairs, if they’d fallen 60 feet during a 
tower collapse. Then, earlier this week, | 
stumbled across the this photo (left), 
which may provide an answer. It shows 
Bildeston church in 1975, when the tower 
|. collapsed while undergoing major repair 
work. The interest for me is twofold; firstly, 
= the very similar pattern of collapse when 
compared to our own brick repair, and 
secondly, the fact that the bell-cage 
looks to be at least partly intact. 
Admittedly, St. Peter’s has more repair 
around the top, but | wonder if the 
collapse could have closely mimicked 
Bildeston, with the surviving top few feet being dismantled and replaced as part of the repair. 
Perhaps one day we'll know for sure, and my curiosity will be sated! 


Given their age, construction materials, and all those centuries of bell-ringing, it seems quite 
surprising that far more of East Anglia’s flint and lime mortar towers haven’t succumbed to 
gravity, but they are actually surprisingly resilient, even after centuries of neglect, as witnessed 
by the dozens of redundant examples still poking skyward across Norfolk, despite being 
abandoned centuries ago. Fingers crossed our own stalwart won't be looking as unloved as 
those below any time soon. 
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Blaxhall Commons & Open Spaces Charitable Trust 

The work of the Trust has continued through the dark days of winter, sometimes in almost arctic 
conditions. In December about a hundred yards of new mixed native hedge saplings were 
planted along the roadside boundary of Jasper's Pightle (our site by the B1069 Snape-Tunstall 
road), by volunteers from Suffolk Coasts and Heaths 
AONB. We are grateful fo the support provided by 
Neil Lister, AONB Countryside Projects Officer, for 
generous support, both financial and physical! 


Also at the pightle, just before Christmas we installed a 
beautiful rustic bench near the footpath running 
through the woodland along the western boundary 
of the site. The bench was made by John Finlinson, 
local tree surgeon, and is in memory of Jasper 
Walters, former owner of the land. We hope you will 
use It, and enjoy the view. 


In late December and early January, volunteers led 
by Joy Shaw (Blaxhall Tree Warden) worked off any 
= post-Christmas over-indulgence with two afternoons 
devoted to hedge planting at Stone Common. We 
have now completed hedge and tree planting 
around the eastern, southern and western 
boundaries of the land — praise and thanks are due to 
Joy and all the volunteers for this impressive 
achievement. 


The Trust is run entirely by volunteers and has low © 
running costs. However, regular income (from | 
allotments and grazing licenses at Stone 
Common and wayleave payments for pylons 
and electricity poles at Stone Common and 
Jasper's Pightle) is not sufficient to meet our 
regular outgoings, still less pay for any special 
projects. Annual insurance premiums alone are 
now over £500. We therefore rely on donations 
from friends and supporters to allow our work to 
continue. Any donation you may care to make, 
however small, will always be gratefully = 
received. You can do this by bank transfer # 
(Cooperative Bank account no. 65787067, sort 
code 08-92-99, please identify the payment as &. 
‘Donation') or by cheque made out to 'Blaxhall 
Commons and Open Spaces Trust’ and sent to 
Mike Livesey, Hon Treasurer, Paddock View, 
School Road, BlaxhallIP12 2DY. Many thanks. 


For more on the Trust and its work (including 
news and minutes of meetings), please visit our 
website, www.blaxhallcommons.com. 


Finally, a date for your diary. The Trust's AGM will & 


be held on Saturday 15 April at Blaxhall Village 
Hall, beginning at 20m. 
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If! Hadn’t Seen Such Riches... 
|was rooting through a box of old photos 
last weekend, failing, naturally, to find 
the one | was after, when | unearthed 
this shot of my grandmother and great- 
uncle in 1965. What, you may ask, 
impelled me to put it in the village 
newsletter? Well, my said great-uncle 
was the Blaxhall ‘roadman’, whose sole 
job was to maintain the highways and 
byways of our great village. 


With road problems being so much to 
the fore at the moment, it seemed fitting 


to remember how different it was but a S-— & 
few decades back, when resources BJ 729C » ’ 


allowed a man to spend all day, every 
day preventing and remedying the 
various issues that typically arose. Not 
only that, but he even found time to 
drop in onhis sister to enjoy a cup of tea! 


I’m painfully aware that the luxuries of those days will not be returning, butl am encouraged by 
the planned meeting (discussed by Graham on p3 ) with Suffolk Highways and local farmers in 
the near future. Whilst potholes, signage & road markings (or lack thereof), debris, etc are all 
matters of concem, it’s flooding that consistently rears its watery head as the biggest problem 
nowadays. Realistically, it can never be entirely overcome, but if we can only keep our 
ditches, grups (spelling?), gullies and soakaways clear, then it would be an excellent start. 
Reducing sand run-off from field entrances should also help, where practicable, as this silt 
often ends up in the aforementioned ditches. Fingers crossed the upcoming meeting will result 
in atleast some small steps forward on this front, so keep you're eyes peeled fora date. 


Blaxhall Play Readings and Others Dates 
The recently formed play-reading group continues to be very much enjoyed, so mark the 30th 
Marchin you diary if you'd like to go along. 


Blaxhall Festival has now been confirmed 


for June 24 & 25, so please keep those dates BLAXHALL PRODUCE SHOW _12'* AUGUST 
clear; if you've not attended before, it’s a a ak al 
great way to spend a traditional English The produce show will be back at the Fete this 
summer day. If you'd like to join in and help summer with all the usual classes, plus a new class 


with organising, watch out for flyers or foretlagenioche 


noticeboard items in the coming weeks Widest Sunflower Head. 
with dates of organisational meetings. Sunflower seeds will be available in the bus shelter 
from late March, or feel free to use your own. Please 
Thoughts are also beginning to turn to the bring your entry, with two foot of stalk, to the produce 
Summer Fete (see right), where again, show tent by 3pm on the day of the Fete. 
volunteers to run stalls, etc, will be very - | And don't forget to start planning your entries with the 
welcome. planting season fast approaching! 


Finally, there are rumours on the air that our 
famous Summer Ball may be returning this 
year, so keep an ear to the ground and 
prepare to dust off your dancing shoes... 
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Parish Councillors 


Graham Bowles 01728 688192 (Chairman) Karen Baker 01728 688200 
Shane Pictor 01728 885215 Ray Herring 01728 746337 
Jonathan Cutting 01728 688003 Mark Oakley 01728 687507 


Joanne Peters 01394 459400 (Parish Clerk) 


Suffolk Coastal District Councillor - Ray Herring 07885 249218 ray.herring@eastsuffolk.gov.uk 
Suffolk County Councillor - Andrew Reid 07545 423799 andrew.reid@suffolk.gov.uk 

Copies of minutes and agendas can be found at http://blaxhall.onesuffolk.net/parish- 
council/ 


Parish Council meetings are held in the Village Hall at 7.30 and are open to all parishioners, 
the public and press. The 2023 dates are: Wednesday 4th January, Wednesday 8th March, 
Wednesday 3rd May, Wednesday 5th July, Wednesday 6th September and Wednesday Ist 
November. 


Community Transport — “Connecting Communities” 01728 635938 The service booking line 
operates 08.45am to 46m, Mon-Fri. You can book a pick-up with “Katch” bus service by 
using the app, or by phoning 01728 554455. 


Blaxhall Commons & Open Spaces Charitable Trust — www.blaxhallcommonstrust.org 
For contact details of all trustees ring Mark Oakley 01728 687507 


The Mobile Library comes to Blaxhall, and stops at The Youth Hostel 9.35 - 10am calling 
every 4 weeks on Wednesdays: the remaining 2023 dates are, 8 March, 5 April, 3 May, 31 
May, 28 June, 26 July, 23 August, 20 September, 18 October, 15 November, 13 December 


Large print, Audio & Childrens' books, also CDs and DVDs are available for a small charge. 
Contact Pete Wells or Helen Hudson on help@suffolklibraries.co.uk, visit the website 
http://suffolkreads.onesuffolk.net/libraries-and-mobiles/or phone 01473 584563 

To put something in the Village Noticeboard, please ring Graham Bowles 01728 688192 
To put something in the Newsletter email to shane @blaxhall.com tel. 01728 688205 


Allotment information contact Sophie Martin on 07724 356916, 
Blaxhall.Allotments@gmail.com 


Tree Warden - Joy Shaw, joyjoyshaw@gmail.com, 01728 688309 


Deadline for next Newsletter - 15" May 
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